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REPOET 

OF THE 

INSPECTORS OF IRISH FISHERIES 

ON THE , 

MACKEREL FISHING IN IRELAND DURING THE SPRING OF 1399. 



' TO HIS EXCELLENCY LATJBENCE, 'EARL DF ZETLAND, 

&c.,..4cc., Ac. 

LORD .LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

Mat it please Your Excellency, 

.Representations having been made to us that the information contained in 
our usual Annual Reports to the Lord Lieutenant concerning this fishing — embracing, 
as they could only do, the statistics relating to the- preceding year — was not of such 
practical use to those interested in the matter as it would undoubte_dly be if given to the 
public during the year in which the fishing took place, ’eye have considered it our duty 
not to wait until the time would arrive next year, when- we would be bound, by Act of 
Parliament to make our annual report ; but now, at the close of- the spring mackerel 
fishing of this year, to lay . before your Excellency the statistics concerning same. 

These statistics have been compiled with care from the information we have been 
enabled to collect from the different stations ; and we have no doubt, if Your Excellency 
deem them of sufficient importance to be presented to Parliament, so as to be available 
for the public, that they will be fully appreciated, and may have the effect of benefiting 
and improving a largely increasing industry. 

The mackerel fishing in spring is mainly carried on off the south and south-west 
coast of Ireland. In other places this fishing does not commence till late in the year, 
when, however, it is also carried on off the south and south-west coast ; so that the latter 
has now the advantage of two seasons’ fishing — spring and autumn. Nearly all the 
fish taken in spring is exported, fresh, packed in ice in boxes. Nearly all the autumn 
fish is now salted in barrels for the American market. 

The spring fishing is carried on chiefly by first class fishing vessels belonging to 
England, Scptland, Isle of Man, France, and Ireland ; and in addition, by a large number of 
small boats or curraghs belonging to some Irish stations. The former use large drift 
nets ; the latter drift nets and seines. 

The numbers of vessels and boats of each nationality employed at this . fishing 
between March and July (or for a period not exceeding three months), during which, 
time only this fishing continues, are as follows : — 

English and Isle of Man, 

Scotch, . 

French, . 

Irish, 

A 2 



322 ) 

23 > All first class. 

58 j 

385 First class, with 2,695 men and 189 hoys. 
224 Second „ „ 1,103 men. 

246 Curraghs . „ 748 men. 
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The numbers engaged in 1889 were : — 



English and Islo of Man, 


. , 288 


Scotch, .... 


G8 


French, .... 


68 


Irish, . . . . 


. 288 



The quantity of mackerel taken in the spring of this year (twelve weeks’ fishing), 
was 207,806 boxes ; and the amount realized to the fishermen £182,024. 

The particulars from each station, with the total amount realized, and the average 
prices, are given in the following schedule : — 



Place. 


Boxes. 


Average Price per Box. 


Total Value. 


•Castletownbere, .... 


49,693 


£ s. d. 
0 18 11 


£ 

46,995 


Baltimore, 


42,251 


10 0 


42,251 


Kinsale, 


35,026 


0 16 8 


29,166 


Ventry, 


27,013 


0 11 5 


15,452 


Crookhaven, ..... 


13,902 


1 2 10 


15,865 


Valencia, 

Castletownshend, .... 


10,724 


0 12 3 


6,583 


6,181 


0 15 4 


4,753 

4,335 


Dingle, 


5,284 


0 16 5 


Brandon, ..... 


4,160 


10 0 


4,160 


Union Hall, 

Ballycrovane, ..... 


3,362 


0 9 5 


1,585 


1,929 


1 1 0 


2,025 


Ballydavid, ..... 


2,717 


1 8 5 


3,860 


Schull, 


1,610 


0 12 0 


961 


Caherciveen, . . 


1,556 


1 3 10 


1,858 


Ballydonegan, ..... 


1,217 


1 1 8 


1,320 


Kilkoe, ...... 

Portmagee, ..... 

Kilcredane. ..... 


300 


0 11 4 


170 


435 


0 16 6 


358 


267 


0 13 0 


174 


Ballinskeliigs, ..... 


126 


1 0 0 


126 


Seafield, ...... 


27 


0 13 6 


18 


Liscannor, 


16 


0 5 0 


4 


Courtm&csherry, .... 


10 


0 10 0 


5 




207,806 


0 17 6 


182,024 



All of which we beg to submit. 



We have the honour to be 

Your Excellency’s most obedient servants, 

THOMAS F. BRADY, Knt. 
ALAN HORNSBY. 

W. SPOTSWOOD GREEN. 



M. P. DOWLING, 

' Secretary. 



Dated this 28th July, 1890, 

Office of Irish Fisheries, 
Dublin Castle. 
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SPRING MACKEREL FISHING, 1890. 



Co. Cork. 

At Castletown Bere. — The spring mackerel fishing commenced this year on the 28th 
March and ended 20th June— scarcely three months’ fishing. There were 172 first- 
class fishing vessels employed, with crews of 7 men in each. Of these vessels .90 
were Irish, 34 Manx, 6 Scotch, and 42 French. The largest number engaged in one day 
was 130. There were 10 boats with 7 men in each boat (at £1 a week each) employed 
attending the buyers ; and 16 packers at Xl 7 s. a week each. This would represent oyer 
£1,000 as having been paid in wages alone. There were 10 steamers employed 
carrying the fish to England, at a cost of about £250 per month each. There were 2 
hulks in the outer harbour for storing ice, of which there were 1,200 tons imported. 
There was also a French vessel with ice in the harbour, at which two of the French 
vessels iced their fish — the remainder had one of the fishing boats carrying the ice 
from the vessel to them. There were 49,693 boxes of fish taken between the 
dates named, as compared with 36,255 during the spring season of 1889 — showing 
an increase of 13,433 boxes. If the fish landed at Garnish and neighbourhood-r-see 
Ballycrovane and Ballydonegan — 3,146 boxes, be added (as these fish were brought to 
Castletownbere), the total quantity would be 52,839 boxes. The fish were principally 
sent to Milford, Fleetwood, and London. Of the quantity taken 357 boxes were sent 
to Bantrv. Average price obtained by the fishermen, 18s. lid. per hundred. There 
were 20 buyers at Castletown during the season. 

At Baltimore. — The fishing commenced on 26th March, and practically ended. 16th 
July — though a few boats are still following it, very good prices being realized for the 
catches. There were 42,251 boxes landed up to the date mentioned ; the average 
price obtained by the fishermen from the buyers, of which there were 22, being. £1 per 
box. The fish was all exported. There were 180 first-class fishing vessels employed, 
the highest number in one day being 60 Irish, 30 Manx, 25 English, and 4 French. 
There were 22 boats employed attending the buyers, with .7 men in each at. wages of 
£1 os. a week ; and 28 packers at £l 10s. a week. There were 22 steamers carrying, the 
fish to England, at a cost of from £250 to £550 a month. There were 8 hulks for. storing 
ice, of which there were 2,410 tons imported. Exclusive of the price paid for fish, 
the wages of those employed would come to about £2,800 for 12 weeks.. 

At Kinsale.— There were 70 Irish, 28 Manx, 24 English, 1 Scotch, and, 1 French 
vessel employed at the spring fishing, which commenced on 1st April, and ended 28th 
June. All these vessels were first-class. There were 35,026 boxes ofniackerellanded, 
which included 1,363 boxes brought in from Courtmacsherry. Prices obtained by 
the fishermen from the buyers averaged about 16s. 8 d. per box. In April they brought 
£1 to £2 5s. ; in May, 11s. to £1 10s. ; and in June, 10s. to £l per hundred. The fish was 
all exported to England. There were 13 steamers employed carrying the fish, 6 hulks for 
storing ice (of which there were 7 cargoes, containing 2,910 tons, imported) and 14 buyers, 
at Kinsale. There were 23 boats engaged to attend the buyers, with 6 men in each at 
24.v. a week. There were also 30 packers at 26s. a week, and 10 horses and carts employed 
at 2s. a load. The wages would come to about £2,500 in addition to the money paid 
for the fish. 

At Crookhaven.— The fishing commenced on 1st April and ended on 26th June. 
There were 48 Manx and two Irish first-class vessels employed, and 4 local yawls, 
with 5 men in each. . There were 13,902 boxes landed at Crookhaven, Dunkelly, and 
Dunmanus Bay. The fish landed at Dunkelly and Dunmanus (about 60 boxes) was 
sold locally, or kept by the fishermen for their own use. The average price obtained 
was about £1 3s. a box. There were 945 tons of ice imported by a company from the 
Isle of Man, who purchased and exported all their own fish direct — three steamers.being 
employed, at a cost of over £500 a month, to carry the fish. There were 24 packers 
at from 18s. to £l per week. The ice was stored in a hulk in the harbour at a co3t of 
over £30 a month. 

A Manx Eishing Company, constituted of the owners and masters of forty-seven 
vessels, was formed this year, for the purpose of sending their fish direct from the fishing 
station to the markets, without the intervention of the middlemen. The owners paid 
down £10 per vessel to commence with. 
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The Company decided to have one station at Crookhaven, and engaged a hulk, bought 
two cargoes of ice, and chartered two steamers to run the fish for the season. 

During May they had three steamers. They kept a uniform rate of 55. per half box off 
the returns paid to the owners and crews, and out of this paid all expenses. The 
surplus, if any was to be divided among the crews in proportion to the number of boxes 
sent to market by each vessel. The £ 1 0 advanced by each of the owners have, we have been 
informed, been paid back ; and Is. per box has been returned to the crews, in addition to 
all the boxes being paid for. The Company have now on hands 10,000 boxes (all paid 
for) to commence with next season. 

We understand there is still as much money to credit as will pay an additional 6d. 
per box, and that the working of the scheme has been so far successful that the past 
season has been the best the Port St. Mary Fleet has had for the last ten years. 

At Castletownshend. — The spring fishing commenced on the 29th March, and ended 
first week in July — only 1 boat, with the exception of the local Irish boats, remaining. 
There has been hardly a break between the spring and autumn fishing at this place ; 
as the Irish boats continue to fish as long as mackerel are to-be caught, and buyers are 
there to purchase. The highest number of vessels — all first-class — engaged in any one day 
was 47. The numbers entering the port differed daily. There were 73 Irish, 93 Manx, 
24 English, 1 Scotch, and 11 French vessels employed during the season. The 
crew ot each, on an average, consisted of 7 men and a boy. In addition there were 
from 12 to 14 boats, with 3 to 4 men in each, engaged to attend the buyers, and 
in packing fish, at from 10$. to 12s. per week. This would represent about £350 paid 
in wages alone. There were also about 20 horses and carters employed carrying the 
fish to Skibbereen, at 5s. per load. There were G,181 boxes of fish taken and sent to 
the English markets. The price obtained by the fishermen was from 15s. to 18s. per 
hundred during the season. There were 12 buyers at Castletownshend. 

At Union Hall. — The spring fishing commenced on the 3rd May and ceased at the 
end of June. All the fish caught, with the exception of 174 boxes, were salted and 
cured in barrels for the American market. The fresh fish were carted to Skibbereen 
at 5s. per load of -8 boxes. The fishing was carried on by first-class vessels only, of 
which there were 23, with crews of 7 men and a boy in each. The highest number 
engaged in any one day was 21 Irish and 2 Manx. There were only 2 boats engaged 
for a short time to attend the buyers, with 6 men, at 15s. a week. These men also 
packed and cured the fish after landing. Up to the end of June there were 3,362 
boxes of fish landed, of which about 3,1S4 were salted. The average price obtained 
by the fishermen was from 9s. to 15s. per hundred. There were three buyers. 

At Ballycrovane. — The fishing commenced about 20th March and ended 25th May. 
There were 24 first-class vessels, carrying S of a crew each, 10 second class, local, and 50 
yawls, with 4 to 6 men in each. The highest number employed in any one day was 
81 Irish, 2. Scotch, and 1 Manx. The fish was generally landed at Ardacloggin, Coulagh, 
and Ardgroom, and was sent by horses and carts to the buyers at Castletownbere. 
On one day there were 30 carts so employed. There were 1,929 boxes captured, the 
average price obtained by the fishermen being £l Is. per hundred fish. 

At Schull. — The fishing commenced on 29th March and ended 12th July. There were 
34 first-class fishing vessels employed. The highest number engaged in any one day 
was 15 Irish and 2 Manx. There were 1,610 boxes of fish landed, and sent by rail or 
steamer. The price varied from 9s. to £2 5s. per hundred. The fish landed -on the 
first day (only one hundred) brought £4. In April it brought £2 5s.; in May, 
£1 7s. 6d. ; in June, 13s., and falling to 9s. per hundred. There were 2 boats, with 
4 men in each, engaged to attend the buyers, at 15s. per week' each ; as well as carts 
and horses. 

At Ballydonegan. — Between Dursey Island and Cod Head the fishing was carried on 
by local yawls, second and third class. It commenced on the 27th March and ended 
on 15th May. The fish was landed at Garnish, Beentrisk, and Ballydonegan, and 
carried by horses and carts to Castletownbere, at a cost of from Is. to 1 s. 6a. a box. 
The quantity landed was 1,217 boxes. There were 43 five-oared local yawls, 

■ usually carrying 5, but sometimes 6, men, engaged in the fishing. The average price 
obtained by the fishermen was about £1 Is. per hundred fish. 

Note. — The fishing at, Castletownbere, Ballycrovane, and Ballydonegan, may be considered as one, as it is 
carried on in same neighbom-liood. 0 
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At'Courtmacsherry. — There were 4 Irish vessels engaged, all of first class. The 
spring fishing commenced on 21st March and ended 5th July. There were about 1,363 
boxes of fish taken and brought to Kinsale and Union Hall ; only 10 boxes landed at 
Courtmacshcrry. The price obtained by the fishermen from the buyers at Kinsale and 
Glandore averaged about 175. 

At Dunnv Cove. — No mackerel were landed. There is only 1 first class vessel 
here, and she followed the mackerel fishing in other places till’ the end' of the 
season. 



County Kerry. 

At Ven try. — The fishing commenced on 21st March and ended 27th June. There 
were 82 vessels employed at it — viz., 67 Manx, 8 Scotch, 1 English, and 6 Irish ; also, 
during fine weather, 5 npen boats, carrying from 5 to 7 men in each, and 15 curraghs, 
with 4 men in each. The quantity of mackerel taken was 27,013 boxes — being 26,793 
boxes at Ventry, and 220 atDunquin. It was nearly all exported, a very small quantity 
only having been sent to the inland towns. Some of the fish was sent to Tralee, by 
carts, at a cost of £3 per ton. The average price obtained by the fishermen from the 
buyers, of whom there were 3, was about 1 Is. 6d. per box. There were 2,200 tons of ice 
imported, stored in ,5 hulks, at a cost of £30 per month each. Ten steamers were 
engaged conveying the fish to England. About 1,120 barrels were salted, and taken to 
Liverpool. About 50 hands were employed at curing, and as labourers, at from 10s. to 
£1 a week, and 30 packers, at 30.s. a week each. 

At Valencia. — The fishing commenced on 29th March and ended 27th June. There 
were 21 Irish, 18 Manx, ana 5 Scotch first-class vessels engaged, and 30 local small 
boats carrying from 4 to 5 men each. There were 10,724 boxes of mackerel landed. 
The prices obtained by the fishermen were on an average £2 per hundred in March, 
15s. to£l 10s. in April, 10s. in May, and 7s. 6 d. in June ; only one firm buying this year. 
There were 40 packers employed at 25s. per week ; six steamers engaged taking the 
fish to England ; 1,000 tons of ice imported and stored in one hulk. 

In addition to the mackerel fishing in this division, two boats were engaged from 
19th April to 12th May at line fishing, and caught 3 tons of cod and ling, and about 

tons of eels and skate, these two latter being sent fresh to market by steamer. The ■ 
boats then went to the herring fishing, and from 13th May to end of season caught 
377 mease of herrings. 

Since the buyers left, 152 barrels of mackerel were salted and shipped to Liverpool. 

At Dingle. — The spring fishing commenced on 28th March and ended on 28th June:' 
There were no first-class vessels fishing out of Dingle and bringing in their fish to 
Dingle. There were 3 first-class vessels belonging to Dingle which brought their fish 
into Ventry. There were 30 local curraghs, with 4 men in each. There were 5,284 
boxes of mackerel landed, being 4,084 from Brandon Creek and 1,200 from Ventry. 
They were sent in carts by road to rail for the English markets ; about 20 boxes having 
been sent to the inland towns in Ireland. The prices obtained by the fishermen varied 
from £1 10s. to £2 5s. per hundred in the first part, and from 7s. to 10s. during the 
latter part of the season. There were 8 buyers in Dingle. 

At Brandon. — There were 70 ■ curraghs with 3 men in each, 3 small boats with 5 men 
in each, and 2 first-class vessels, all Irish ; and 3 Manx and 2 English vessels, engaged 
at the fishing. The quantity of mackerel captured between the 5th April, when it 
commenced, and the 1st June, when the spring fishing ceased, was about 4,160 
boxes. They were sent by steamers to Fenit or by road in carts to Tralee. Before 
the steamers arrived there were 60 carts employed one day carrying the fish, at a cost 
of 3s. per box. The fish were iced at Fenit, and sent on to the English markets. 
The average price obtained by the fishermen from the buyers was £1- a hundred. 
There were also 12 packers employed at 3s. 6d. a day. 

At Ballydavid. — The spring fishing commenced on 28th March and ended 31st May. 
It was carried on exclusively by the local curraghs, of which there were 100 engaged 
with crews of 3 men in each ; the highest number employed on one day being 90. There 
were 2,717 boxes of fish taken by these canoes, and sent by carts to rail and steamer. 
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There were 6 horses and carts employed at 5s. per load. The average price obtained 
by the fishermen was about £1 8s. per hundred. There were 8 buyers located at Dingle 
and Yentry, who purchased the fish. 

Ah Oahirciveen. — The fishing commenced on 28th March and ended on 17th June. 
There were 49 local boats (open yawls), with crews of 4 men in each, employed! 
There were 1,556 boxes of fish landed and sent by carts to Killorglin Railway. 
Prices obtained by the fishermen from the buyers — in March, £2 ; in April, £l. 5s. to 
£11 Os. ; in May, 17s. C cl. to £l 10s. ; and in June, 9s. to 11s. per hundred. All the fish 
was exported to England. 

At Portmagee. — There were 19 local boats, with 5 men in each ; and 10 curraghs with 
I 4 men in each, engaged at the fishing from 29th March to 28 th June. The fish was 
principally taken to Valencia. About 435 boxes were landed at Portmagee. 

f.At ' Ballinskelligs. — The spring fishing commenced the latter end of March and 
terminated the latter end of May. It was carried on between Ilog Head and Puffin 
Island by eleven local yawls carrying seven men in each. There were about 126 boxes 
landed at' Reenroe, Ballinskelligs, Boolakeel and Boat’s Cove ; and the price obtained 
averaged £1 per box. The fish was conveyed to Portmagee, Valencia and Caher- 
civeen for export. 



1 County Clare. 

' At Kilkee. — The fishing commenced the first week of April, and ended about second 
week of June, It was carried on by the local curraghs, of which there were seventeen, 
with three men in each, belonging to Carrigaholt, C-roleen, Kilkee, Coosheen and 
'Killard. There were landed about 300 boxes — price from 8s. to 12s. per hundred. 

, Some of the fish was sold in the different villages. It was sent principally to Carrigaholt, 
Kilrush. and Limerick. 

* At Kilcredane. — The fishing commenced on 2nd April and ended 21st June. There 
were thirty-nine local curraghs employed at it, with three men in each. The fish was 
landed at Carrigaholt, Killenagh, Ross and Ballinaglass ; in all about 267 boxes. All sent 
by carts to Kilrush except about 4,000 fish which were sold in the town of Kilkee. 

■ Two first class vessels belonging to this Division fished the greater part of the season 
at Castletown. They returned about the 9th of June, and fished off Loop Head to the 
21st, but were not successful, the weather being very wild. 

; At Seafield. — A small fishing was carried on by ten local curraghs with three 
men in each; About thirty-three boxes were landed, which sold at 12s. per hundred. 
The fish was bought by hawkers and sold in the locality. The weather was bad at the 
'time of the year when the mackerel were in (March and April) and consequently very 
little fishing was carried on. 

.At Liscannor. — About sixteen boxes of mackerel were taken by the local curraghs 
(of which there were twenty-three), and sold locally. 

• ; 

The Great Southern and Western Railway Company carried over their lines up to 
the 30th June, 1,213 tons of mackerel. From Fenit alone 387 tons. 

The Cork, Bandon and South Coast Railway Company carried over their lines up to 
the same date 987 tons of mackerel (which included 485 boxes delivered to them by 
the Schull and Skibbereen Tramway Company). Of this, the City of Cork Steam- 
ship Company carried 83 tons to Liverpool, Milford, and Bristol, in addition to 66 
toes direct from Cork, Skibbereen, and Kinsale. 
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